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State-specific roadmaps need-
ed for achieving leprosy-free
India: Health Ministry
NAVA RAIPUR : Stressing
the need for state-specific
roadmaps to achieve a lep-
rosy-free India, Additional
Secretary, Health and
Family Welfare, Aradhana
Patnaik, said on Friday that
intensified, targeted inter-
ventions are needed to com-
pletely interrupt transmis-
sion in hotspot areas.

Speaking at the two-day
Regional Workshop on
Review of Programme
Performance and Focused
Strategic Action for
Achieving Zero
Transmission of Leprosy in
Nava Raipur, Patnaik high-
lighted India's achieve-
ments in reducing the bur-
den of leprosy, according to
an official statement.

She said the country had
achieved elimination of the
public health problem at the
national level in 2005, cau-
tioning that transmission
persists in several endemic
districts and hotspot areas,
necessitating intensified,
targeted interventions to

completely interrupt trans-
mission.

Highlighting the epi-
demiological landscape,
Patnaik informed partici-
pants that five high-priority
states - Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Odisha, and Madhya
Pradesh - together account
for nearly 50 per cent of
India's leprosy burden.

She noted that these
states also have a substan-
tial number of districts
reporting prevalence rates
above 1 case per 10,000
population, including 23 in
Chhattisgarh, 21 in
Jharkhand, 18 each in
Maharashtra and Odisha,
and 10 in Madhya Pradesh.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of early diagnosis and
prompt treatment, she
emphasized the need for
periodic Leprosy Case
Detection Campaigns in
endemic areas, according to
the statement.

She also called for
strengthening contact trac-

ing and expanding the cov-
erage of Post-Exposure
Prophylaxis (PEP) through
Single-Dose Rifampicin
(SDR) among eligible
healthy contacts of index
cases, particularly in vul-
nerable and hard-to-reach
populations.

Encouraging states to
increase contact screening
and PEP coverage, she
noted that these interven-
tions are critical for reduc-
ing disease transmission
and preventing new infec-
tions.

Patnaik emphasised that
while substantial progress
has been achieved, the chal-
lenge now lies in sustaining
gains and accelerating
action in the remaining
endemic pockets.

Stressing accountability,
timely decision-making, and
effective programme imple-
mentation, she urged states

to regularly review
progress, identify imple-
mentation bottlenecks, and
undertake corrective meas-
ures.

She highlighted the
importance of capacity
building, Information,
Education and
Communication (IEC) activi-
ties, and convergence under
the National Health Mission
framework to strengthen
programme implementa-
tion.

She advocated leverag-
ing Community-Based
Assessment Checklists
(CBAC), the Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram
(RBSK), and the Rashtriya
Kishor Swasthya
Karyakram (RKSK) plat-
forms to enhance screening
and early detection of lep-
rosy.

Patnaik also guided State
and District Leprosy Officers

Defence Minister asks DRDO to work on futuristic
technologies for strategic advantage
HYDERABAD : Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Friday
called on the Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) to work on futuristic technologies to give the country a
strategic advantage.

Stating that the world is passing through an era of turmoil
and uncertainty with new challenges emerging, he underlined
the need to focus on meeting the requirements of future war-
fare.

The Defence Minister was speaking at the inaugural cere-
mony of the Advanced Weapon System Complex at Defence
Research and Development Laboratory (DRDL) in Hyderabad.

"The world today is passing
through the era of turmoil and
uncertainty. There is conflict in
some places, instability in oth-
ers, and in a few regions, the
situation is approaching out-
right war. The international
order is undergoing a period of
tension and change. Old

assumptions are breaking down, and new alliances and new
challenges are taking shape," he said.

"In this changing era, DRDO's responsibility is not limited
merely to adapting itself in accordance with technological
changes. We must also work on futuristic technologies while
forecasting future needs to gain a strategic advantage. We must
not only address the challenges of the present, but also carry
out our work keeping in mind the requirements of future war-
fare today itself," Rajnath Singh said.

He noted that systems developed by DRDO, such as Akash
and BrahMos, have demonstrated their excellent capabilities in
real-time situations during Operation Sindoor. The success of
these systems has proven that India today also has the capabil-
ity to compete in the global defence technology ecosystem, he
said."Today, India is passing through an extremely important
phase of its defence modernisation journey. The nature of war-
fare is changing rapidly worldwide. Precision-strike capabili-
ties, Integrated Air Defence Systems, Hypersonic Weapons,
Autonomous Platforms, Artificial Intelligence, Electronic
Warfare, and Advanced Sensor Technologies are redefining.

Shivakumar meets HM Amit Shah,
seeks Centre's support for K'taka
BENGALURU : Karnataka Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar on
Friday called on Union Home Minister Amit Shah and submit-
ted a memorandum seeking the Centre's support for strength-
ening the state's security infrastructure, modernising the
police force, and enhancing law enforcement capabilities.

During a meeting with the Union Home Minister in New
Delhi, Shivakumar requested assistance for a range of initia-
tives, including the creation of additional India Reserve
Battalions (IRBs), modernisation of prisons, infrastructure
upgrades for police training institutions, utilisation of
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds for police-related
activities, and installation of advanced surveillance systems.

Among the key demands raised by the Chief Minister was
the approval of the proposal to confer the prestigious
President's Colour award on the Karnataka State Police. The
proposal was submitted to the Union Government on May 8,
2024, and is currently under consideration. Shivakumar urged
the Centre to expedite the approval process, noting that the
Karnataka Police is yet to receive the nation's highest honour
for a police force. The Chief Minister also sought approval to
establish two additional India Reserve Battalions in
Vijayanagara and Ramanagara districts. A proposal involving
an estimated expenditure of Rs 243.87 crore was submitted to
the Ministry on February 4, 2025.

To strengthen policing capabilities, Shivakumar requested
early approval of a Rs 280-crore proposal submitted under the
Assistance to States and Union Territories for Modernisation of
Police (ASUMP) scheme for setting up Command and Control
Centres and communication infrastructure in four major cities.

The memorandum further sought the inclusion of police-
related activities under Schedule VII of the Companies Act,
2013, enabling police departments to access CSR funds for var-
ious initiatives.

Seeking improvements in police training infrastructure, the
Chief Minister requested approval for a Rs 258.53-crore pro-
posal to upgrade facilities at police training institutions in
accordance with the gap analysis guidelines prescribed by the
Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&amp;D).

Shivakumar also urged the Centre to release Rs 20 crore
during the 2025-26 financial year for prison modernisation,
including the procurement of CCTV cameras, walkie-talkies,
and other security equipment.

In addition, he sought support for extending the deadline
for implementing Rule 52-A of the Central Motor Vehicles
Rules, 1989, in Karnataka and requested the Union Home
Minister to take up the matter with the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways. The Chief Minister also pressed for
approval of a Rs 278.26-crore proposal under ASUMP for
upgrading CCTV surveillance systems installed in police sta-
tions across the state, in line with directions and discussions
before the Supreme Court of India.

Highlighting the growing threat of cybercrime, Shivakumar
informed the Union Home Minister that the Karnataka govern-
ment plans to establish the Karnataka Cyber Crime Control
and Coordination Unit (K4C) at an estimated cost of Rs 360
crore. He said a detailed project report would be submitted
shortly and requested the Centre's support and approval for
the initiative. The Chief Minister stated that these measures
would significantly enhance Karnataka's policing, internal
security, cybercrime prevention capabilities, and overall law
enforcement infrastructure.

First batch of Kailash Mansarovar Yatris
to enter Tibet via Nathula on June 20
GANGTOK : Preparations are in full swing for the 2026
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra through the Nathula Pass route,
with the first batch of pilgrims scheduled to arrive in Sikkim
on June 15 before crossing into China's Tibet Autonomous
Region (TAR) on June 20, officials said on Friday.

Sikkim Tourism Development Corporation (STDC)
Chairman Lukendra Rasaily said the first batch of pilgrims had
already reported in New Delhi on June 11 and is currently
undergoing mandatory medical examinations, fitness assess-

ments, visa processing and
other formalities coordinated
by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA).

"The first batch has start-
ed its journey. Pilgrims are
completing medical and doc-
umentation procedures in
Delhi and are expected to
reach Gangtok on June 15
before proceeding to Tibet
through Nathula on June
20," Rasaily told reporters.
The Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra via Nathula was
launched in 2015 .


